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At the end of each essay the examiners marks are listed, they are 
allocated like this: 
 
EAA     Explanation/analysis/argument  (16-20 marks) 
EG       Use of examples  (16-20 marks) 
T  Use of terminology  (8-10 marks) 
 
 
Then follows some comments on the answer from the examiner



EXAMPLE ONE     (29/50) 
 
 

In this extract from Primeval series 2 the representation of gender is 
constructed in many ways. Using different camera techniques, editing, sound 
and mise en scene the writers and directors of primeval have both opposed 
stereotypes in gender and used them to their advantage. I will discuss how I 
feel they have done this. 
The extract from Primeval has lots of representation of gender using mise en 
scene. One of the main characters, Abbie, is very much the opposite to the 
negative stereotypes of women. She has been represented as a strong, brave 
woman who is very capable of doing what the men in the extract do. When 
she is first properly introduced she is operating heavy machinery a job that 
strong men would stereotypically do. Soon after this she saves her partner 
(work partner rather than relationship partner) from a sabor-tooth tiger, which 
is stereotypically what a hero would do. Most well known original heroes were 
men. Abbie’s clothing also contributes to her tough, strong, appearance. She 
wears a leather jacket. The other women in the extract called Jenny was 
represented in the opposite way to Abbie. She was represented as a woman 
who likes clothes and make up and uses her gender to get around the 
opposite sex. I believe the writers portrayed her as a negative stereotype to 
make her seem bad and not likeable. She wears expensive looking clothing 
and makeup. 
 
Sound is also used heavily to represent gender in the extract of Primeval. 
Both diagetic and nom-diagetic are used in this way. Strong music is used 
throughout making all main characters, male and female appear strong and 
heroic. It also shows there is action going on. Abbie is again used as the 
opposite of a negative female stereotype. The second male character to come 
onto screen calls her name for help, making him appear vulnerable and her 
appear in control and capable of helping. Abbie is also represented as having 
a sensitive side. Abbie asks Jenny “Are you okay?” This is diagetic. This type 
of sound is also used to help create Jenny’s stereotypical character, she says 
after nearly being killed “my best coat!”, seemingly caring more about the coat 
than being killed. 
 
A wide range of camera techniques were used in the extract: Primeval Series 
2, Episode 3. These included: close up, long shot, midshots and panning. 
Although this is true, only some of the camera techniques used, were used to 
represent gender. The second male character to come onto screen was being 
attacked by a sabor-tooth tiger. In part of this scene he was represented as 
being very scared and unlike the heroic character he is represented as later 
on in the extract. There are lots of low angle camera shots looking down on 
him, making him look vulnerable. In this same part of the extract there are no 
low angle shots on Abbie. Also, in this part of the extract, there are a lot of 
close ups on his face, showing his emotion. This emphasises how vulnerable 
he was at this point. A main panning shot that really emphasised abbie as not 
being different from the other main character (male) was when there was a 
mid-shot on one of the male characters which then panned out onto all 5 main 
characters including abbie. They walked a few steps, all in a row, in the same 



stride and speed. This suggests she is seen as an equal. 
Editting has also been used to represent gender. Fast pace shots have been 
used, making both male and female characters appear in the action and 
support their heroic characters. While focussing on the male character sliding 
along on a wire in the forest, a lot of cross- cutting took place to Abbie, the 
female character. This kept her in the audiences mind and seem important 
throughout the whole extract. Overall I think the extract from Primeval series 
2, episode 3 trys to represent the modern view on gender. I think it represents 
women and men fairly and notes the fact that women can do and be as equal 
as men although some chose not to. I think it was represented wll through 
camera techniques, editing, sound and mise en scene. 
 
EAA 12  
EG 12  
T5 
(29) 
 
 
 
EXAMINER’S COMMENTS  
 
The candidate provides a high level 2 response to question 1.  
 
There is a wordy and basic contextual introduction. Some discussion of 
representation is carried out but is not supported by any technical analysis. 
The analysis is description and does not meet demands of the question. In 
analysis this candidate is assertive, rather than analytical and methodical in 
their analysis of guide representatives and stereotypes, an example of this 
can be seen in the discussion of negative stereotypes. Analysis is limited 
mainly to a description of attire/clothes, where analysis does not move beyond 
the Level 2 descriptors because the candidate fails in their attempt to link the 
technical/ micro aspects of the TV drama to representation of gender. 
 
Analysis of sound is restricted to one example of dialogue and editing to one 
example of cross cutting.  
 
The use of terminology is accurate, but overall there is not much depth to 
answer- a mid to top Level 2 response. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



EXAMPLE TWO     (37/50) 
 
 
This essay will discuss the nations of gender within Series 2, episode 3 of 
Primeval. I will consider camera shots and angles, mise en scene and both 
diagetic and non diagetic sound. The opening scene is a mid shot of a male 
and female character in an outside garden/park like area. The male character 
has his hand on the woman’s back which suggests that he is caring or in 
control, which is a typical stereotype of men. The mise en scene shows three 
men sitting on benches in the background. When the female character whines 
and sulks at the man, which is a stereotypical view of women, one male 
character shouts outs “Let her go”. This use of dialect shows that this man 
has power and control as he is immediately listened to. This is again a 
stereotype of men as they are known as dominant characters therefore him 
being immediately listened to reinforces this stereotype. 
 
The next scene is of woods in the mise en scene we see lots of trees and 
mud and dirt as it appears to be some sort of building site. We then get a full 
shot of a yellow working truck, with a woman driving it. This immediately is 
controversial as it tests every stereotype of women. A stereotypical woman is 
to be pristine looking i.e. wears make up, dresses smart and pretty looking, 
has neat tied up hair and usually is a housewife. Where as Abi (the woman 
driving the truck) wears black leather, no make up, has short hair which is 
down and works on a building site, which is usually a job for a man as it is 
hands on and involves heavy and hard work. 
 
The female character which shown later on in the scene in the barn, at first 
challenges the stereotypes of women. The dialect used “Admit the lion was 
yours” shows that she has authority as she is demanding for the truth. 
However this soon changes as she catches a visual sight of the gun and her 
tone becomes weak when says “Okay, put the gun down, we both know 
you’re not a violent man.” This piece of dialect shows that the role is reversed 
as she is now trying to plead rather than demand. This supports the 
stereotypes that women are weak in comparison to men. The high camera 
angle also contributes to this stereotype as it makes her character look inferior 
in comparison to the man who looks superior as he is shot at a low angle as if 
its her eye view. This shows that there is a hierarchy of men and women. 
In a previous scene in the woods the man is shot using a mid shot. His 
clothes are dirty and he wears jeans and a t-shirt, this shows that he is a hard 
working man who is hand on in labouring. This is a typical view of middle 
class working men. When the lion appears shot at a low angle to make it look 
intimidating and threatening, the man immediately jumps into a dirt whole and 
is shot at a high angle. Using this type of shot shows that he is threatened by 
the lion and is now in a weak position. This tests stereotypes of men as they 
are associated with being strong, unthreatened characters and this scene 
shows that his is of the opposite. 
 
In this scene Abi, who is already shown to be an unstereotypical female 
character continues to show this as she begins to fight the threatening lion, 
using the truck she is driving. She is now being shot at a low angle to make 



her look superior and heroic. This reinforces the idea of her being the 
opposite to the typical stereotypes of women. 
 
Sound used within the entire woods scene is mainly non-diagetic, however, 
there are certain diagetic parts for example when Abi is driving the truck we 
are able to hear the engine and also the dialogue used throughout. The non 
diagetic sound is used a lot throughout the scene. For example a quiet but 
repetitive drum beat is used to show that something is shortly going to 
happen. Short stabby sounds are then added to this until the man finds the 
body buried in the ground and then all the non diagetic sound stops. A heavier 
drum beat and other sounds then kick in which show a chase between the lion 
and the male character. A repetitive base drum on beat 1 and 2 on each bar 
could be associated with a heart beat which could be a representationof the 
man’s fear as the heart beats appears to be getting faster as he is running 
from the lion. This tests a stereotype of a man as they are supposed to be 
fearless of anything, whereas the quick heartbeat sound show this man has 
fear, which reinforces he has aspects of an unstereotypical man. 
We also see controversy of a stereotypical man when he is running from the 
lion and begin to climb the ladder. This is because he is shot completely as an 
overview angle which shows he completely weak and has no control at all. 
Overall the extract of Series 2, Episode 3 of Primeval construct the 
representation of gender using camera angles to either make characters look 
superior or inferior, diagetic and non diagetic sound to create suspense and 
tension and mise en scene to show us a visual of different characters lives ie 
Abi’s is an unstereotypical building site. 
 
EAA 15  
EG 15  
T 7  
 
(37) 
 
 
EXAMINER’S COMMENTS  
 
The candidate addresses the concept of representation and gender and 
attempts to link analysis with how meaning is constructed, however this is 
descriptive in places. The candidate does explore challenges to typical 
constructions of stereotypes, but this is not fully explored, for example, in 
discussion of hierarchy of men and women. 
 
The use of exemplification is restricted to one key scene in the extract and 
there is a balance in an address of the technical areas. There is some 
proficiency with analysis of sound at the top, but there is a question mark over 
the relevancy of the final paragraph.  
 
Overall though a sound response with some identifiable areas for 
improvement. 
 
 



EXAMPLE THREE     (29/50) 
 
 
The extract constructs the representation of gender in many different types of 
ways. Commenting on the characters I noticed that many of them were 
stereotyping, reinforcing and challenging the view on man and woman. The 
man who at the beginning is working in the woods with this blonde woman in 
a tractor I feel is reinforcing type male of a ‘manly’ and ‘brave’ type. At first he 
is seen walking across the camera carrying wood with dirt covering him. I feel 
this straight away gives an example of how this man is and how he is 
reinforcing the idea of a typical man. When the sabor tooth comes out and 
runs towards the man there is a low angle shot of him in a muddy hole which 
gave the impression that the sabre tooth had power over him and this typical 
manly stereotype challenged this view of him from this low angle shot. 
However, throughout the extract he does reinforce the idea of a brave man 
with how he distracts the saber tooth by calling it over to save the woman and 
then I felt was represented as a brave man with the way the camera was 
panning across a rope he was sliding down showing all the ground beneath 
him and how high up he was. I feel that this character is a typical example of a 
brave man stereotype and also the mise en scene he was present in was 
always outdoors and dirty with this surrounding him. Also his clothese were 
the same, covered in filth and going through the hole digging with his bare 
hands. When the saber tooth was chasing him the sound used was of a action 
type sound. Music I felt making this character yet again seem brave and 
strong minded representing himself in this way. The blonde woman in the 
extract ‘abbie’ was the challenging the concept or idea of all stereotypical 
women. The way she was dressed first of all was very dark with a jacket and 
trousers when a woman would normally be seen in more feminine type 
clothing. Also her hair was short challenging the ideas and when she was 
being attacked by the saber tooth she was fighting back in a tractor which is 
unlike a typical woman. She also acted throughout the extract bravely and 
never frightened or showing any emotions. I also noticed how a lot of the time 
she was in a two shot with other men giving an impression to the audience 
that she acted very similarly to the men in the extract. She also shot the saber 
tooth which is again challenging the idea of a stereotypical woman. She also 
held a gun to the violent character at the end showing braveness and a 
masculine type image of her. However I also noticed that she did reinforce the 
idea of a stereotypical woman with how she was wearing make up and she 
had a girly tyupe name ‘abbie’. The mise en scene I felt was very dark and 
dirty for a stereotypical woman to be involved in, this challenged the idea 
again. The music that was playing in the extract when the saber tooth was 
attacking I felt gave again a feel of action and gave an impression abbie in a 
brave way. I found another reinforcing character of stereotypical man, being 
the violent man at the end ‘Mr West’. He was a very manly looking character 
with his sense of dress and where he was in the mise en scene was very dark 
and grotty giving an idea of this man’s personality. He was come across as a 
very violent man towards women especially as he was seen threatening a 
woman in his dark deadly hut with a gun. He gave the impression that he was 
a control freak and trying to gain power. This I felt gave an older look at a 
stereotypical male. The way in which he didn’t accept this woman talking to 



him. A medium close-up of this man just before he threatened the woman 
showed a nasty and violent type look of a man. When the other characters 
came in to save the woman this showed a coward of him and he let go of his 
gun. I feel this man was represented as a cowardly violent and threatening 
man also trying to show this with having violent dogs. This is a stereotype of a 
man to a certain extent I feel.The woman who was threatened by this violent 
man I feel was a stereotype of an well looked after woman and reinforcing this 
idea the way in which she said ‘this is my best coat’ showing she is a typical 
lady and how she did not fight back when she was threatened. I also feel she 
challenged this idea though with how she was making a deal with the violent 
man acting not scared and confident of herself. The mise en scene of the area 
yet again challenged this idea with how this place did not suit her and why she 
was in this violent man’s grotty hut. 
 
Another challenging character was the man with the pink t-shirt. I felt 
challenged the idea of a manly man by wearing pink but reinforced the idea of 
man when at the end he was threatening the violent man with a shovel 
showing bravery. 
 
EAA 13  
EG 11  
T 5  
 
(29) 
 
 
 
EXAMINER’S COMMENTS  
 
The candidate’s response begins with a contextual introduction on 
representation with analysis focussing on character stereotypes. This is 
integrated with some analysis of camera shots and angles, along with 
analysis of the male dominance in relation to mise en scene on page 4/5. The 
analysis of gender is not always embedded with technical analysis, which the 
question demands; therefore it is meeting a low level three for the 
example/analysis and argument descriptor.  
 
There is sustained analysis on gender and mise en scène throughout and 
across a range of examples. There is clearly an omission on the analysis of 
sound and editing which is an imbalance in the candidate’s answer. The 
candidate gained a low level three response for explanation/ analysis and 
argument and a top level two mark for the use of examples.  
 
The use of terminology was mostly accurate. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



EXAMPLE FOUR    (32/50) 
 
In the first scene of ‘primeval’ the establishing shot is of a woman and a man 
in what seems to be a woodland area. They are having a disagreement after 
which the camera shows a long shot of her walking away, with the male in the 
corner, this signifies his lack of control on the situation and that he won’t try to 
stop her. During the scene there are ambient sounds of birds tweeting, which 
usually represents happiness. After this there is not much editing involved 
when moving to the next scene of ‘abbey’ operating and driving a tractor in 
the middle of the woods, quite skilfully it seems. This gives the audience a first 
impression that she’s in control, powerful and obviously doesn’t go 
unrecognised just because she is a female. She is also wearing a suit which 
could show her authority and position that she plays in her job. We are next 
taken to a low shot of another male placing a rock in the grass of the forest 
which follows with a close up of this rock this could be telling us that it will 
reappear at a future date in the episode. The camera then goes back to abbey 
who is digging up dirt. When the shot quickly changes to the third male 
introduced who is shouting at her to stop, again this could show she has 
control or it could mean that she is merely an accomplice of this male. There 
is silence at this point and the only sound we can hear is the ambient sound of 
something growling/roaring in the near distance. The music suddenly changes 
to something adventurous and dooming (as if something is about to happen) 
and the camera focuses on the sabretooth tiger (close up). The post 
production editing of this episode has made the tiger look very realistic due to 
special effects and it merges in well with ‘real’ background. The man is shown 
as scared as he jumps into the pothole in the ground. The camera shots go 
from a close up of the tiger roaring and then back to the man’s face which 
shows a lot of fear and vulnerability, this technique is called shot-reverse-shot. 
Abbey then tries to distract the tiger from the male by teasing it with the 
tractor, this represents females as knowledgeable and powerful and is trying 
to say women can be just as helpful/needed as men are. She also controls 
the tractor very expertly which tells us she has probably had experience has a 
lot of independence. Next the male is shown in a long shot calling to the tiger 
to “come on” which suggests his power and bravery is back and he’s now 
showing qualities of a ‘typical’ male. As the chase of the tiger and him starts 
so does the mysterious, action based music which gets the audience back on 
the edge of their seats. The camera is mostly tracking their moves until he 
gets to a ladder on a tree and tries to make a quick get away. As he’s 
climbing, there is a close up of the tiger with an open mouth full of sharp teeth 
which reinforces fear. During the part of the scene there is a lot of continuity 
editing to keep the narrative going. However when this chase is coming to an 
end, the editing is no longer invisible and the flashing from shot to shot is 
made very obvious which could add suspense. As the tiger is just about to 
catch up with the man he is lying on a platform being represented as 
powerless and weak as he knows what is coming. Abbey then shows up 
holding a gun as we see from a long shot and takes shot at the tiger, after 
which he jumps straight over the male and disappears. This is edited into slow 
motion to add drama. At the end of all that the female is shown as a heroic 
figure who is not afraid to have a bit of an adventure and show her power, on 
the other hand the male is also shown as heroic as he diverted the tiger away 



from Abbey. So right now they are represented as quite equal. The editing 
then cuts straight to a different scene in which the establishing shot is of all 
the previous characters walking up to one another. They are being tracked. 
They then discuss what seems to be a very serious matter of the mysterious 
arm found whilst Abbey was digging and what they will do about it. There are 
a majority of men in thisscene and despite this fact Abbey still speaks up and 
has her say which represents her status or position and the fact that she, as a 
female, plays an important role in this whole situation. The menacing music 
then starts up again as they progress onto their next errand. 
 
The last scene is set in a barn in which there is a smartly dressed woman 
confronting what looks to be a farmer about whether the sabre tooth has 
anything to do with him. From her clothes and posture etc along we can say 
that she also plays an important role especially in this particular part it seems 
females have the upper hand. 
 
However, this all changes very quickly as the man pulls out a gun and 
suddenly the power is shifted back to him. The camera goes to and from the 
woman the man displaying both of their emotions. There is also a close up of 
the ‘illegal’ dogs he’s been breeding, this is in a slightly slow motion which 
makes it look foreboding. 
 
The woman is showing great fear with both body language and facial 
expressions and seems like she’s come to a dead end until the rest of the 
‘crew’ from earlier show up and save the day. At this point the woman is 
laying on the floor of the barn where the light is shining only on her signifying 
her vulnerability and weak position compared to him. Overall I think that in this 
short clip the males and females are presented as fairly equal. Although there 
are moments of weakness for both genders, the women are represented as 
strong, independent and intelligent figures through a variety of different 
techniques. Men are represented as heroic and helpful however at the same 
time weak and out of control through mise en scene, editing, sound and 
camera shots. 
 
EAA 13  
EG 12  
T7 (32) 
 
 
EXAMINERS COMMENTS  
 
The candidate is analytical and avoids a contextual introduction to the task 
and the rigmarole of explaining what TV drama is. The candidate uses an 
integrated approach to analysis, which deals with the extract in a 
chronological order. Analysis is linked to gender representation and achieves 
this through the discussion of mise en scène and editing, but the candidate 
does not appear to be fully in command of the latter technical feature.  
 
Analysis of gender could be more grounded in explanation/ analysis and 
argument, but this is sustained, where the candidate compares and contrasts 



different character representations, nearly always in antithesis to each other, 
rather than exploring the full range of representations and stereotypes 
available. 
 
The response in a way flatters to deceive, as it mentions editing and sound 
throughout, with some sustained analysis, but it is often superfluous and 
fleeting in explicit links to gender. A wider range of exemplification could have 
been used from the extract to enhance the candidate’s answer in the area of 
the key concept of gender representation The use of terminology is mostly 
accurate. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
EXAMPLE FIVE    (36/50) 
 
 
Primeval is a SciFi/drama, similar to Doctor Who. In the short clip we have 
just seen, there a three females, and around 8 males. Each of the female 
characters are represented in a different way. The first woman we see does 
neot seem very courageous, this is because she wants to leave. We cannot 
tell much about this character because she is only in the scene for about 15 
seconds. 
 
There are two other female characters; Abby, a blonde, and a brunette who 
works for the press who is trying to put a news story together. Both of these 
characters represent two different types of women. We know this by the way 
they act and how they dress. Abby, who is part of the ‘crime fighting’ team, is 
dressed in a black leather jacket, which also has a badge on it. By wearing a 
leather jacket, it tells us that she is rough and aggressive. The brunette is 
more of a lady, by wearing red lipstick, hair tied back and wearing more posh 
clothes. You can tell she cares about the way she looks because when she is 
pushed down, she tells one of the men that it is her favourite coat. As well as 
the clothing on the women, out of the four main men, they each have their 
own style. The main one is wearing a blue shirt whilst another one is wearing 
a blue t-shirt which is covered in mud. Another one is wearing a pink tshirt, 
with a wastecoat and a stylish hat. Wearing these clothes whilst in the middle 
of a jungle is quite strange. But it tells us a lot about him. Toward the end, a 
man and a women enter the barn with guns, but he comes in with a spade. 
This tells us that not only does he want to dress to impress, but he also is the 
‘funny man’ of the group. The fourth man is the owner of the dogs, who is 
being questioned. He is wearing clothes that you would see a typical farmer 
wearing, but he also has a shotgun on handm showing us that he is powerful. 
By looking on the clothing it helps tell you who is the most feminine and 
masculine, and also helps tell us who is brave and who isn’t. 
 



As well as the clothing sound also helps represent gender. Throughout the 
whole scene, the music is quick and loud. This is also because the main 
instruments which are used are the trombone and drums. These instruments 
also make up the sound of the war, which is why they are referred to as 
masculine. The narrative of the story is also very manly. Throughout the 
whole clip, only about 20% of the script is spoken by a woman. Abby is not 
represented as a women as much as the brunette. Not only is this because of 
the costume and make-up, but also when they are fighting sabretooth she is 
the one in the digger/machine. This tells us that she is more courageous and 
very powerful, because at the end of the day, she saved them all by shooting 
the animal. This is the complete opposite to the man in pink, because he is 
wearing much less masculine clothes but he is also doing his work by the 
plants, not in the vehicle, where as conventionally it is the other way around. 
There are two main editing techniques used to represent gender. They are 
slow motion, and fast cuts. There are no other transitions used such as fader 
and dissolves. The slow motion is used at the end when the breeder has got 
the woman on the floor. This effect is used so that you can see the strength of 
the main as well as the fright on the more lady like woman. Fast editing 
techniques are used when Abby is in the digger and the man in the tshirt is 
running. This is to show that it is quickly paced, and that they went to show 
that they are running/trying to attack someone. Throughout the scene, 
different angles, movements and shots were used to show the different 
characteristics of each character, and how each of them represented 
gender.They were two main close ups, one was when the man saw the large 
animal, and the other was when the lady was knocked to the floor. Both of 
these showed the expression on their face which was both scared and they 
were frightful. This represents gender because it shows that you do not have 
to be a woman to be scared, even men are. 
 
There was also two different times when two angles was used. A low angle 
was used when the breeder had knocked the woman to the floor, to show that 
he is in charge and more superior, with the woman looking more vulnerable, 
and when the blonde girl was is the digger it made her look more superior 
from the rest. 
 
The blonde girl also uses her feminine side when she asks the other woman 
“are you okay.” This shows that even she is courageous and that she is 
wearing aggressive clothes, but it also shows that she is very caring. 
 
EAA 14  
EG 15  
T 7  
(36) 
 
 



EXAMINER’S COMMENTS  
 
This candidate attempts to answer the set question by predominantly using 
the key concept of mise en scène in reference to a discussion of gender 
representation. This address is primarily focusing on the details and analysis 
of expression, gesture and performance with some proficiency, e.g. men as 
powerful, but lacking conviction in stating how meaning is constructed. The 
response then progresses to analyse sound, but this is cursory analysis. The 
candidate is able to compare and contrast gender representations in 
oppositions rather than exploring a fuller range of representations available.  
 
Another aspect of the analysis which is under utilised is a discussion of 
editing, which is an area for development and hinders the candidate from 
moving beyond a level three for explanation/ analysis and argument.  
 
This response meets Level three mark band overall, shows some proficiency 
and has mostly accurate use of terminology. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
EXAMPLE SIX    (43/50) 
 
 
This extract is about a group of people who are looking for a sabertooth tiger 
but come across a buried body in the process. They are then interrupted by 
the sabretooth and a chase begins. They eventually lose it but begin to 
ponder about the dead body. The extract opens with a two shot of a male and 
female. The males seems to be trying to console the female but it doesn’t 
work and she leaves in an emotional state. The male turns towards his boss 
and the camera cut to a shallow focus shot of the boss telling him to “let her 
go, she’s been through a lot.” This tells us that he is in control as the male 
doesn’t follow her. He is not typically dressed for a leader, wearing casual 
clothing, but he gives the order and the man obeys. This is also a typical 
representation as most leaders of groups are males. The male obviously 
cares for his female friend but has to obey his orders from the leader. 
The camera then cuts to a forest scene where a close up of a male shows 
them to be setting up a trap to catch something. The close up shows them to 
be laying out meat so the thing they are trying to catch is carnivorous. A cut is 
then made to a woman driving a digger and digging a hole. This challenges 
conventions as women aren’t usually seen as manual labourers nor doing 
what is commonly seen as a man’s job. Another cut is then made to a hand 
that has been buried under the ground. A close up of the leader shows him 
realise this and he orders the female to stop. This again shows him to be in 
charge of the situation as she immediately stops for him. There is then a 



handheld shot of the forest and the non diagetic sound of a roar as the 
sabretooth appears. He traps the man in the ditch so that he cannot get out. 
The female (rather than the stereotypical view of females is that they will 
scream and flee due to fear) attacks the sabretooth distracting it for long 
enough so that the man can escape. He then shows bravery (which is a 
stereotypical view of a male) trying to save the woman by drawing the 
sabretooth away from her. He does this effectively and then the fast paced 
editing begins during the chase. There is a high angle shot of the male as he 
is running showing him to be vulnerable. As he escapes onto the zip wire 
however, he is shown from a low angle which shows him as powerful as he is 
escaping. 
 
There is then a cut to the female carrying a gun, showing her to have power. 
This extract shows this character to be the total opposite to what the 
stereotypical view of females is. She is dressed in a masculine way, drives 
machinery that usually only men would be seen in, and is able to shoot a 
weapon which not many woman are seen being able to do. She is also very 
brave and isn’t afraid in the situation she is in. 
 
The soundtrack during the chase is a fast-paces symbol tapping which slows 
down when it looks like it is about to be caught. It creates tension in the scene 
and makes the audience feel nervous for the male character. There is then a 
cut to the leader back at the burial scene showing him to be unafraid of the 
Sabretooth returning as well as being unafraid to get his hands dirty in order 
to find things out. This is conventional as the female did not go into the hole 
and instead stayed in the digger where it was clean. 
 
A cut is then made as the camera zooms out on the group waling towards the 
grave. There is now a man in a suit which shows him to have authority of 
some sort and that he is not part of the team as they are dressed casually. 
The group consult about the grave before the well dressed man states that a 
man called “West” may be taking the blame for something that he hasn’t 
done. The group look to their leader for orders before he tells them to go. The 
scene then cuts to a well dressed woman, who is telling a man (West) about 
how is going to take the blame for a ‘lion’. The fact that she is well dressed 
and giving commandsshows her to be the total opposite to the other female 
character in the extract. She is dressed more like a female is usually seen to 
be and therefore is likely to have a totally different role. The woman is in 
control telling the man if he doesn’t do as she tells him, she will report him 
anyway. It is therefore a lose/lose situation for West. This also shows the 
woman to be using her brain to threaten the man and he cannot fight back 
mentally. 
 
The constant shot/reverse shot between the two however show West to be 
like an animal being cornered in that the only way out is through violence. He 
states that he “wont be pushed around anymore” and quickly pulls a shotgun 
on the woman. Close ups of her face reveal sheer panic and she fears for her 
life. She states how they both know he is “not a violent man” before he shoots 
the floor to prove her wrong. 
 



Help soon arrives however as the tense music is lifted. The first female 
becomes stereotypical and her motherly instincts kick in and asks if the 
woman is okay. The female then goes from fearing for her life to quickly 
putting the man down again, saying that they “should of shot him. This is my 
best coat.” The extract shows us that the female brain and the power of 
thought always seems to prevail over violence from males. The female was 
attempting to frame the man as she is seen walking away as the man is 
questioned at gunpoint. 
 
EAA 17  
EG 17  
T 9  
(43) 
 
 
 
EXAMINER’S COMMENTS  
 
The candidate has provided a sustained and balanced response to the 
question set. Throughout the response technical analysis is clearly linked to 
analysis of the construction of the representation of gender. This analysis is 
sustained and developed, focusing on gender stereotype rules through the 
characters’ actions, for example, male displaying his leadership through 
bravery. The candidate also analyses the more unconventional role of the 
female character who takes control of the digger and who acts as a helper for 
the lead male. The candidate’s confidence in analysis is evident in the 
exploration of the juxtaposed stereotypes used and how conventional/ 
unconventional representations these are. Other representations of female 
gender are explored in terms of control/ authority. A range of examples has 
been selected and used, e.g. last paragraph. 
 
The candidate is technically accurate with analysis with occasional lapses, for 
example, the hand held shot in the third paragraph. There is a balance with 
the use of technical areas studied - editing and sound are sustained and 
developed in analysis- to meet a low mid Level 4 criteria; but are not in 
enough detail for a high end level 4 mark. Sound could be developed further 
for higher notional marks. Use of terminology is accurate and sustained.  
 
The candidate discriminates well with the choice of examples used. 
 



EXAMPLE SEVEN    (48/50) 
 
 
Throughout the extract representations of gender are illustrates through 
various elements such as editing and sound. A mix of dominance and equality 
is produced through the extract however overall it is conveyed that women are 
physically subordinate compared to physically strong and stereotypically 
hegemonic male. 
 
Representations of gender have been clearly illustrated throughout editing. 
For example a mix of pivot/panorama shots as well as fast tracking shots 
have been incorporated when the girl is trying to save and protect the male 
character. This illustrates the fast movement and action of the cut however it 
may also signify a chaotic environment where women struggle to take and 
maintain power. Another example of a tracking shot is portrayed when the 
male character is travelling down the rope. This editing however demonstrates 
to the audience the thought and power the character has from making a quick 
rational decision which is a stereotype of male behaviour. A long establishing 
shot is used which clearly signifies the three male characters in an equal line. 
The equal line personally connotes equality however as the majority of 
characters were male this illustrates women inferiorly in serious situations. 
Near the end of the extract one male in the process of saving a women from 
another dangerous man however the framing of the cut demonstrates 
representations of gender. For example the female protagonist was placed 
significantly behind the male which illustrates the girl’s subordination 
compared to the male. 
 
The next element which produces representations of gender is through sound. 
In one cut once the female had saved the male from the life threatening 
situation from the dialogue such as “Come on” with a high intensity, provoking 
the animal, suggests bravery and a strong masculinity. This dialogue may 
have been said as an attempt to regain status as he’s just been saved by a 
girl. At the start of the first cut a synchronisation from the strings is displayed 
when the music matches to the sombre or negative topic. “Let her go” by a 
different male suggest he may think of the male as being superior therefore 
shouldn’t have to run after her. In this scene within the barn one female 
protagonist was trying to bribe the male character through dialogue. Therefore 
this could represent woman being manipulative to convery power in antithesis 
to males who assert their power in a physical manner. “My best coat!” also 
creates representation of women such as an obsession of appearance and 
vanity. However positive representations towards woman are also portrayed. 
For example once one woman has undertaken the stressful experience the 
other female protagonist says “you okay” which suggests women to be 
expressive and caring in contrast to males who are minimal with their 
dialogue. The diegetic sound the dogs barking emphasise the bad situation of 
the woman conveying the woman’s vulnerability further. This is also 
emphasised by the harsh sound effects which build and sustain tension 
creating a climax. The next factor which displays representations is through 
mise en scene. Expressions play a key role, for example when the blonde 
male is approached by the sabre toothed tiger his expression coveys fear 



leading to a sympathetic response from the audience however this contrasts 
greatly to the calm and collective expression of the girl, which suggests a 
swap in roles involving dominance. At the start of the scene the colour 
intensity is high on the male compared to the grainy background. This 
demonstrates the natural setting however focuses the attention on the male 
protagonist which could suggest male superiority. The females clothing 
(blonde) presents a male style which is in contrast to the stereotypes of a 
feminine woman, however another female character in the film is represented 
with a high pride in her appearance which conforms to the stereotype. This 
however portrays the different roles and characteristics of women which may 
have changed in contemporary times. The props such as the heavy 
machinery emit connotations such as manual masculine feelings. However 
the female is in charge of the stereotypical male vehicle. Therefore this 
suggests equality and an improvement of women within jobs and status 
compared to the traditional domestic duties. Even though the women within 
the extract portray dominance through props, the male characters continually 
illustrate dominance. For example the males usage of the guns for example, 
the shot gun in the barn and the hand gun involving the key protagonists. This 
contrasts to how the brunette women displays authority by attempting 
blackmail. Overall this could suggest males and women are equally dominant 
although just portray it through different criteria. 
 
A final way in which representations of gender have been displayed is through 
camera work. For example the low angle looking down on the male in the 
whole illustrates his vulnerability and helpless position which displays him as 
subordinate. However a different low angle in conveying the tiger illustrates 
dominance of man and a hierarchy with the animal being lower. Establishing 
shots such as before the male jumps looking on in the long distant horizontal 
plane suggests his thoughts which leads to the male’s hasty decision. An 
extreme close up on the woman’s face when she’s been knocked down 
suggest demonstrates her fear and panic further suggesting the women’s 
weak position compared to the male. A pivot shot is used which creates the 
effect as the camera is on a fixed position that someone or something would 
be looking at them for example the dangerous tiger which overall represents 
vulnerability to the male and the woman. 
Overall the particular extract conveys elements of representation through 
various ways of media aspects. In conclusion a mix of equality is suggested 
overall, however the traditions where the male characters save the day are 
clearly presented. Although a mix of response from empathy juxtaposed to 
spite is displayed from the audience involving both genders. 
 
 
EAA 19  
EG 19  
T 10



EXAMINER’S COMMENTS  
 
The candidate response is detailed, thorough and sustained from the outset 
and the response is analytical and clearly links analysis between the micro 
aspects of the TV drama to that of gender representation; this is exemplified 
throughout the candidate response. The candidate begins by analysing the 
technical feature of editing, the richest of the micro features to disarm and 
discuss and does this very well. For example, “editing however demonstrates 
to the audience the strength and power of the character has, from making a 
quick and rational decision, which is a stereotype of male behaviour”. There is 
confidence in analysis here embedded with a command of and appropriate 
use of terminology. 
 
In addition the candidate is able to select/ discriminate with the use of 
appropriate examples from the extract. The response is one, which addresses 
the question in a non- chronological order. The candidate’s response 
continues with equally confident analysis of sound, again a micro feature, 
which is under analysed by a majority of candidate in this exam. Another 
response demonstrates this point explicitly - “The diegetic sound of the dogs 
barking emphasises the bad situation of the woman conveying the woman’s 
vulnerability further. This is also emphasised by the harsh sound effects which 
help build and sustain tension, creating a climax.” The analysis of mise en 
scene and camera cleverly sustains argument with frequent exemplification. 
An excellent and detailed response, the use of terminology is excellent and 
importantly analysis of representation covers a range of points, linked to 
examples constructed by the technical aspects of the drama itself.  
 
This response was awarded a high Level 4 mark. 


